Hawi Energy
PROJECT SUMMARY &
COMMUNITY OUTREACH PLAN
Proposer Name

Hawi Renewable Development, LLC

Parent Company/Owner/Sponsor

Hawi Renewable Development, LLC

Project Name

Net AC Capacity
of the Facility (MW)

Existing Facility Location
in/near what City/Area

TMK(s) of Facility Location

Point of Interconnection’s Circuit
or Substation Name

Hawi Wind

10.56 MW

Project is located near the northwestern tip of the Island of
Hawai‘i, in the North Kohala region, approximately 1.5 miles
northwest of the town of Hawi
5-5-007-040

Waimea-Halaula 34.5 kV circuit approximately 25 miles from
HECO’s 69 kV Waimea substation

PROJECT

The Hawi Wind Project (Hawi Wind or “Project”) provides renewable energy
generating capacity of 10.56 MW. It was planned and permitted in 2002
through 2004, was constructed in 2005 and 2006, and reached commercial
operation in April 2006.
The current phase proposes a power purchase agreement (PPA) extension of
20 years with minor refurbishment of limited equipment, which will repower
the facility.
The Project includes preserving the operations of the existing cattle ranch,
which provides important agriculture and food to Hawai‘i Island.
The Project includes keeping existing turbines and blades in place, with no
new turbines or batteries.
Sixteen Vestas V47 kW wind turbines have a maximum height above ground of
60.5 meters (198 feet), and employ a rotor diameter of 47 meters (154 feet).
The turbines are arranged in three parallel strings of four to seven turbines per
row. The turbine strings are oriented in a northwest to southeast direction and
are approximately 300m (1,000 feet) apart.

PROJECT SITE

The Project is located on open private land bounded to the west by Upolu
Airport Road, and is surrounded by open fields grazed by cattle to the north,
south, and east. The site is approximately 250 acres.

SITE LAYOUT

Layout of turbines and equipment

INTERCONNECTION

Substation point of Interconnection

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE,
IMPACTS AND PERMITTING PLAN
OVERALL LAND
USE AND
ENVIRONMENTAL
PERMITS AND
APPROVALS
STRATEGY

GANTT FORMAT
SCHEDULE WHICH
IDENTIFIES THE
SEQUENCING OF
PERMIT
APPLICATIONS AND
APPROVAL
ACTIVITIES AND
CRITICAL PATH

Hawi Wind was permitted and approved previously. As such, this proposed PPA
extension will not require any new land use or environmental permits.

CITY ZONING AND
LAND USE CLASSIFICATION

DISCRETIONARY AND
NON-DISCRETIONARY LAND
USE, ENVIRONMENTAL &
CONSTRUCTION PERMITS
AND APPROVALS

LISTING OF PERMITS
AND APPROVALS

County of Hawai’i: Zone 5
State Land Use Designation: Agriculture

Wind turbines are permitted use under agricultural zone land.

The Project will be designed in compliance with county permitting
requirements, including the following:
Building Permit (Switchyard/Substation Foundations)
Electrical Permit (Switchyard/Substation Wiring)

PRELIMINARY
ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENT OF THE SITE
(INCLUDING PRE-EXISTING
ENVIRONMENTAL
CONDITIONS)

The Project has been a working renewable energy facility since 2006. Given
the existence of the facility, and the fact that the proposed Project is simply an
extension of the PPA, there will be no requirement for any new environmental
assessment.
The land was cultivated and farmed as sugar cane for numerous years. Due to
this, HRD had a phase 1 environmental survey completed, which showed no
findings of significant impact.

CULTURAL RESOURCE IMPACTS
PROPOSER’S
UPDATED
COMMUNITY
OUTREACH PLAN
MUST INCLUDE A
PLAN THAT
(1) IDENTIFIES ANY
CULTURAL, HISTORIC
OR NATURAL
RESOURCES THAT
WILL BE IMPACTED
BY THE PROJECT
(2) DESCRIBES THE
POTENTIAL IMPACTS
ON THESE
RESOURCES AND
3) IDENTIFIES
MEASURES TO
MITIGATE SUCH
IMPACTS

The Project has been a working renewable energy facility since 2006. Given
the existence of the facility, and the fact that the proposed Project is simply an
extension of the PPA, there will be no requirement for any new cultural,
historic or natural resources assessment.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
DETAILED COMMUNITY
OUTREACH PLAN

Hawi Wind has a history in the community — listening, learning, talking story,
and building our Project to reflect the community way-of-life and values.
Our community engagement remains rooted in the community’s culture,
priorities, and way-of-life.

Outreach methods include but are not limited to the following:
•

Website

•

One-on-one meetings

•

Existing public meetings

•

Project-specific meetings

•

Media coverage

•

Email communications

•

Ongoing updates to community stakeholders

•

Creation of collateral materials

Community members are encouraged to provide questions and feedback about
the Project in the following methods:

LOCAL COMMUNITY
SUPPORT OR
OPPOSITION

•

In person or virtual meetings

•

Email

•

Online submissions via the website

•

Formal 30-day comment periods prior to and during the PUC process

Efforts in 2004 to share the Project details and benefits to the community were
embraced with significant support for the Project. This foundation was the
cornerstone that enabled the Project to move forward and construct by 2006.
Discussions of the PPA extension, refurbishment and repowering of the facility
with a variety of stakeholders began in 2020 and continues. Comments and
feedback have been supportive, citing support for the continuation of
renewable energy, contribution to the stateʻs and islandʻs goals, stability of the
grid, jobs and economic development.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Key stakeholders with whom Hawi Wind has already engaged and will continue
to on an ongoing basis include, but are not limited to the following:

COMMUNITY BENEFITS

•

Community Associations

•

Local Businesses

•

Schools

•

Neighbors

•

Elected officials

Numerous Community, Project and Environmental benefits are offered by the
Project, including:
•

Preservation of the area’s pastoral way of life

•

Support local agriculture and economy

•

Wind farm and cattle farm working in harmony, providing food and energy

•

Clean energy today and for generations

•

Jobs and support for local families

•

Contribution to local energy and food security

•

Lower cost of energy than fossil fuels

•

10.56 MW of renewable energy

•

Achievement of state’s clean energy goals

•

Grid stability

•

Only renewable project in the Kohala region due to transmission constraints

•

$43 million investment in local economy over 20 years

•

Tax revenues to the county and state

•

Preservation of over 250 acres, dedicated to agriculture and renewable
energy

•

Technology and operational protocols that mitigate potential issues to
wildlife and natural habitats

•

Clean energy in support of the state’s 100% renewable portfolio standards
(RPS)

•

Reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in support of the state’s 2045
carbon neutrality mandate

•

Small footprint, world-class impact

•

Mitigates sea level rise and climate change

•

Extends life of existing infrastructure and minimizes disposal of existing
equipment

